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Good leads must do two things:
--introduce the subject
--hook the reader

Here are some strategies real writers use:

1. Ask a question.

E ARE attempting to purchase a ne
car, and I have iw:mceemylitd:

question: ] 1l
Yoo Why won's they tell us how

(Dave Barry. "Driven to Distraction." The Reader’s
Digest. September, 1988).

2. Use a direct quotation.

“Listen, Rob!" In the cabin at the
wood’s edge I shook my husband awake
and we peered blindly out the window,
catching in a hint of moonlight only the
woolly outlines of the wood-fern tips
bending toward the window sash — and
those odd noises. First a staccato exclama-
tion like the rantings of Scrooge McDuck.
And then, an overlay: a churring, purring,
Thevmceu__ﬁ‘ymels

(Susan Hand Shetterly. "A Student of Underground Sea
Birds." Yankee Magazine. August, 1988).

3. Use descriptive detail.

\HE SCENE is like a ritual: Iam

I dining alone in a New York

;estauﬂnt. At the rablel to

my right, a couple sj in a low

murmur. On my lefge:hkr:e young

men talk about basketball. I read
my newspaper.

(Pete Hamill. "What Men Really think About Women."
Reader’s Digest. September, 1988).
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It may be altogether fitting and proper that the battle-
field has come 1o this. A ragged half-block of grass
surrounded by brick tenements and row houses, it lies
between the main business district of Washington,
D.C. and the burgeoning suburb of Silver Spring,
Maryland. When I visited there last, I was greeted by
a coupie of hundred feet of eroding breastworks and
concrete replicas of a half-dozen gun platforms, awash
in fast-food wrappers and broken glass. Instead of
uniformed guides there were the flat stares of four men

pulling frequently on a large wine bottle.

(Thomas A. Lewis.
Shimmering Capitol."

5. Use narrative.

"There, in the Heat of July, Was the
Smitl far:

July, 1988).

VAN LENDL stands just two

points from defeat in a third-

set tiebreaker. He proceeds to

reel off two service acesand a

passing shot, after which his

opponent drives a forehand
into the net. Match to Lendl.

(Roger M. Williams.
Psychology Today.

6. Shock the reader.

When the Yosemite storm began, the five young Cali-
fornia hikers took cover in a cavern beneath a granite
outcropping and passed around their food. Signs along
the trail had warned that it was dangerous to climb in
bad weather, but they were not worried. Despite the
rain starting to fall and the lightning bolts in every
direction, what could possibly happen to people so
snugly protected?

As if in godly answer the bolt struck. In seconds the
atmosphere of the cave turned. in one survivor's words,

("Summer’s Light and Sound Show:
i July, 1988).

Smithsonian.

"The U. S. Open Character Test"
September,

1988).

“from heaven to hell. There was a tremendous roar, a
sensation like a vacuum being created, then intense
pain and ‘my legs went numb.” When he came 1o,
Adrian Esteban, a laser technician from San Jose, gazed
upon a scene of Hogarthian horror. Brian Jordan lay
ominously still; Tom Rice and Bruce Weiner writhed
in an agonizing fight for breath. Bob Frith was con-
vulsing so violently that every spasm carried him closer
to the edge. Esteban yelled for help, but Frith thrashed
too far and fell 1.800 feet to his death. .

Deadly Delight."




